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The Power of Magical Thinking – 
Imagine the Possibilities 
in the Decade of Teens Ahead

by Bob Gold, President & Founder Bob Gold & Associates

Enough said about my teenage sons and what I’d like M2M to do about my 

own inability to parent safely. Let’s take a look at where we might really see 

the greatest implementations of M2M devices in the years ahead. Industry 

research firm IBIS WORLD has identified the best performing industries 

based on revenue projections in the coming decade. How will your compa-

ny be taking advantage of these anticipated exploding trends and oppor-

tunities?

Teen years are fun, scary and full of exploration. And wherever a consu-

mer, business or government agency is looking for Fast or Fair or Better, 

M2M will be there. Sometimes silently, sometimes with great fanfare. Just 

like a teen getting ready for the next stage of their life.

Rank Best-Performing Growth

1 Voice Over Internet Protocol 
Providers (VoIP) 149.6 percent

2 Retirement & Pension Plans 133.7 percent

3 Biotechnology 127.6 percent

4 eCommerce & Online Auctions 124.7 percent

5 Environmental Consulting 120.3 percent

6 Video Games 112.9 percent

7 Trusts & Estates 105.7 percent

8 Search Engines 100.9 percent

9 Recycling Facilities   80.9 percent

10 Land Development   72.7 percent
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>> M2M is becoming the secret sauce that is making business run more efficiently 
and enabling industries to re-imagine themselves in newly productive and enduring 
ways, but to paraphrase President John F. Kennedy, “Ask not what I can do for M2M, 
but ask what M2M can do for me?”

As we’ve just entered the teen years of this 

century, I wonder if our development and 

adoption of M2M technology during this 

decade will parallel the awkward teen years 

of my three sons. As we see M2M influenci-

ng change in human behavior, I wonder if it 

can’t make our lives as parents easier and 

turn our teenagers into better citizens.

Right now, my boys are battling pimples 

and personal hygiene, learning to drive (gi-

ving their father a heart attack), and disco-

vering that girls are rather, … interesting. 

I’ve imagined a few possibilities and put to-

gether a short M2M application wish list for 

all you engineering types out there to make 

my life as a parent easier during these diffi-

cult and awkward teen years.

    

      M2M-enabled personal hygiene pro-

ducts: from the toothbrush to the deodo-

rant stick, I want to know if my kids are ta-

king care of themselves. And my wife would 

appreciate if you would also throw an em-

bedded module into the toilet seat, so we 

can track who left it up.

         Kissing and dating sensor (similar to car- 

bon dating, but more M2M-focused) that 

lets parents know when a daughter is kis-

sing her date a little too long or if her 

boyfriend’s hands “accidentally” wander 

into the wrong places. This sensor could 

also tell the father where his daughter is 

currently located so he can show up and … 

well, we’ll just be glad that we aren’t the 

boyfriend, and it isn’t my daughter. As pu-

nishment, instead of grounding the kid, my 

M2M device would regulate my teen’s iPod 

music choices. Imagine if every time an ex-

pletive rap song was downloaded or played, 

it instantly switched to Mozart! That might 

be a tad punitive, but it wouldn’t get me re-

ported to family services, right?

    Mobile “experimental” breathalyzer  

that detects alcohol and any drug any teen 

might want to “experiment” with. I can call 

and tell my teenager to breathe into the bre-

athalyzer and it will automatically reco-

gnize him, and email me the results. If he’s 

been drinking, I can remotely disable the 

starter in his car, go pick him up, and ground 

him for life.

And speaking of driving … While there are 

already several excellent tracking and tra-

cing applications that can monitor where 

and how well my sons are driving, I need an 

application for me! As the father/instructor 

in the passenger’s seat teaching his teen 

how to drive, no matter how hard I slam on 

that imaginary brake in the car, nothing 

happens!

         The Robo Rooter Video Game Shooter –  

I wish there was a device that would give me 

remotely controlled access to my sons’ con-

sumer electronics games. This includes the 

Xbox (hello Microsoft, are you reading?), so 

at 4 a.m. when my teen is still playing Grand 

Theft Auto or Call of Duty 5, I can simply use 

my one-button control to turn the darn 

thing off, while still in my warm bed, and 

not have to get up and go to his room and 

ask, innocently of course, “What in blue 

blazes are you doing up this late on a school 

night?!”

Of course, while these applications might 

all seem as wishful thinking and only slight-

ly overbearing, I seriously expect M2M to 

play a significant role in the parenting of 

teenagers in our future. As M2M is already 

proving in several industries, people make 

positive behavioral changes when they are 

aware of their own habits and offered eco-

nomic incentives. In the case of teenagers, 

the economic incentive could be their week-

ly allowance.

The teen years are meant to be fun, full of 

exploration and yes, even challenging. Du-

ring the teen years of this century, I expect 

M2M to spread throughout every vein of 

our society and become an everyday part of 

my corporate and personal life – although 

my teenage sons might wish otherwise!  <<


